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genuine the relic kept at Kandy, since the possession of the true tooth went far to substantiate a Sinhalese monarch's right to the throne.
The tooth is now preserved in a temple at Kandy. The visitor looking through a screen of bars can see on a silver table a large jewelled case shaped like a bell. Flowers scattered on the floor or piled on other tables fill the chamber with their heavy perfume. Inside the bell are six other bells of diminishing size, the innermost of which covers a golden lotus containing the sacred tooth. But it is only on rare occasions that tho outer caskets are removed. Worshippers as a rule have to content themselves with offering flowers1 and bowing but I was informed that the priests celebrate puja daily before tho relic. Tho ceremony comprises the consecration and distribution of rice and is interesting as connecting the veneration of the tooth with the ritual observed in Hindu temples. But we must return to the general history of Buddhism in Ceylon,
The kings who ruled in the fifth century were devout Buddhists and builders of vih&ras but the most important event of this period, not merely for the island but for tho whole Buddhist church in the south, was the literary activity of Buddhaghosa who is said to have resided in Ceylon during the reign of Mah&n&rna. The chief authorities for his life are a passage in the continuation of the Mah&vamsa2 and the Buddhaghosup-patti, a late Burmese text of about 1550, which, while adding many anecdotes, appears not to come from an independent source3. The gist of their account is that he was bom in a Brahman family near Gaya and early obtained renown as a disputant. He was converted to Buddhism by a monk named Ecvata and began to write theological treatises4. Revata observing his
1  This practice must be very old. The Vinaya of tho Mulasarvdstiv&dins and similar texts speak of offering flowers to a tooth of tho Buddha, Soo J,d, 1914, II, pp. 523,643. The Pali Canon too tells us that the relics of tho Buddha wore honoured with garlands and perfumes.
2  Chap, xxxvn.
3  Both probably represent the tradition current at the Mahdvihdra, but according to the Taking tradition Buddhaghosa was a Brahman born at Thaton,
4  The Mahavamsa says he composed the Jfi&nodaya and Atthas&linl at this time before starting for Ceylon.